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AKA AKAdemy’s
The Great Debate

Dr. Gail C. Christopher
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – “You
have all learned the power of
spoken word and that, ultimately, intelligence is not debatable,”
said
Emmy
Award-winning journalist Trevor
Pettiford, on loan from Bay
News 9.
His sentiments encapsulated
the inaugural Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Upsilon
Omega
Chapter’s
AKA
AKAdemy “The Great Debate”
program held March 20 at the
Palladium Theater.

The evening’s event was the
brainchild of Dr. Delphinia
Davis, who said the art of debating helps teach students how to
learn and think critically.
“These young men and
women worked vigorously with
their coaches on controversial
topics that tested their perspectives. In doing so, they learned
how to communicate more effectively, how to speak, write and
present their ideas in an articulate manner,” she averred.
In conjunction with the
Youth Development Foundation
of Pinellas County (YDF), the
AKA AKAdemy has offered

youth development activities for
more than 23 years. With the
focus of the academy being on
education and career development through its workshops,
ACT test prep and homework tutoring, they continue to prepare
students for success in school
and in life.
Thanks to the YDF and the
Juvenile Welfare Board, the
academy is able to offer creative
and relevant activities that engage, educate and encourage
our youth.
The AKA AKAdemy’s annual
curriculum has expanded over
See DEBATE, page 8

3,000 community members gather to
demand more from school board
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BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A crowd
of 3,000 concerned Pinellas
County residents made up this
year’s Faith and Action Strength
Together (FAST) Nehemiah Action Assembly at Tropicana Field.
Since 2004, a group of diverse
congregations have worked together to address issues of
poverty and injustice in Pinellas
County, while holding locally
elected officials feet to the fire.
On the March 19 agenda regarding schools, school board
members were asked if they
would advocate for specific
restorative justice practices other
than the one that is in place now.
In response to the concerns of
FAST, this year Pinellas County
Schools announced that they will
be embracing Restorative Justice

Maria Scruggs, president of the St. Petersburg Branch of
the NAACP, is 100 percent behind FAST’s call to release
quarterly accountability reports.
Practices and they plan to roll out
these practices in all 123 schools.
While this is great news,

FAST is concern that the district
does not seem to have plans to do
See FAST, page 12
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ST. PETERSBURG – Dr. Gail
C. Christopher D.N., N.D., is
clearly much more than an
award-winning change agent with
a list of distinctions, three published books and widely-read articles in national news outlets.
With a visionary ability to
draw insights from her practice as
a doctor of naprapathy, which
studies the human connective tissue system, she has used them to
construct a holistic viewpoint as a
social justice architect who has
created and led programs and
policies for more than three
decades.
Last Wednesday, March 21,
the former senior advisor and
vice president of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, who previously
served as vice president of the
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies’ Office of Health,
Women and Families, brought
that breadth and depth of knowledge to the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg’s “Speakers Who Inspire” series.
“Through our Speakers Who
Inspire series, we bring in national thought leaders who can
point the way toward attaining
health equity in Pinellas County,”
said Randall H. Russell, president
and CEO of the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg.
As the creator of the national
Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation Effort for America
(TRHT), which is a comprehensive, national and communitybased process to plan for and
bring about transformational and
sustainable change, and to address the historic and contemporary effects of racism, Dr.
Christopher has spent her career
in the pursuit of racial equity. Her
insights and experience help to
understand the crucial role racial
equity plays in community health
See DOCTOR, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dark spring in Memphis: The call, Part 2
Dear Editor:
It was Memphis 1968.
The social climate was just
as turbulent and unpredictable as the weather, as
the city endured the sanitation strike. Underpaid and
disrespected, workers had
decided to solicit help from
players in the Civil Rights
Movement because their
pleas had fallen on deaf
ears from the mayor and
city council.
Two workers had been
crush to death trying to
find shelter in a lightning
storm and still, Mayor
Henry Loeb was untouched. The worker's
families got no compensation for their deaths on the
job. The Tet Offensive, a
military campaign in Vietnam, further divided a nation still rocked from two
years of riots in major
cities.
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.
and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC) were planning a
“Poor Peoples March" on
Washington to address
poverty. The garbage
strike in Memphis could
enhance the theme of the
coming Poor Peoples campaign or could be an avoidable distraction. Even
though I was in the fourth
grade, I was aware of the
war, the presidential campaign and the strike that
was affecting my city.
The sanitation workers
tried to work with the city
council but to no avail.
Mayor Loeb talked to
grown men as if they were
ungrateful slaves and told

them to go back to work. It
wasn't bad enough that in
1968 about one out of
every seven people in the
United States lived below
poverty line, but imagine
being classified as both a
city worker and the working poor.
When the 1,300 black
sanitation workers went on
strike, the black church in
Memphis supported them
with fundraisers and some
labor union from the
North sent money. One of
the pastors named James
Lawson put out a "call" to
his friend Dr. King. In the
Civil Rights Movement, a
"call" is a plea to respond
whether it meant praying,
sending money or showing
up in person.
Dr. King answered this
call to the objections of
some of his staff members.
They felt that the coming
Poor Peoples March on
Washington was more important because they
needed to get many things
organized. The campaign
demanded economic and
human rights for poor
Americans of diverse backgrounds. It was designed
by the SCLC to help President Johnson put pressure
on Congress to do more
for people living in poverty.
Dr. King tried to assure
his staff that he was going
to Memphis just to lead
one march. On March 18,
he made a speech in Memphis at a rally attended by
17,000 and called for a citywide march on Friday,
March 22.
After that rally, King

went backs to Marks,
Miss., to encourage people
to join the upcoming Poor
People’s Campaign. That
Friday, a very big snowstorm came and the citywide march was canceled
until Monday, March 28.
Dr. King hoped that the
campaign would do something to stop the great
urban riots that had
plagued the nation in 1966
and 1967. Riots in Watts
and Detroit along with the
ever-widening Vietnam
conflict were stealing hope
and momentum form the
Civil Rights Movement
and President Johnson’s
Great Society programs.
Many blacks felt Kings'
dedication to nonviolence
was not bringing change
fast enough and at too high
a cost. Between the riots
and the war, many questioned if nonviolence had
become ineffective.
Dr. King felt the Vietnam War was robbing
America of resources that
could be better spent improving conditions for people here in the United
States. The morality of the
war itself came under fire.
He saw the Poor People’s
Campaign as an answer to
riots, and his belief in nonviolence never wavered.
One of the groups that
believed in more aggression was a local group of
young blacks in Memphis
called "The Invaders."
They were from the byany-means-necessar y
school of thought.
However, churches did
their part by having gospel

singing and rallies. The
city responded by starting
curfews and many people
caught on the street could
be beaten or arrested. We
went
to
sanctified
churches and often we
stayed all night until the
next morning.
Around this time my
grandmother came up
from Lake Wales, Fla., to
help my mother. There
were six of us including my
sister who never met our
father because my mother
was pregnant with her
when he was killed. One
night after having suffered
a bad toothache, my
mother told my grandmother, "I see them carrying a coffin!”
These types of dreams
are not unusual in my family, for many of us have had
them, including myself.
When I was about seven, I
told classmates of a dream
I had. I saw numbers on a
digital clock from 1 to 26
and I saw a handgun and
some kind of shadow.
I told my classmates
someone might shoot
President Johnson. Of
course, they thought I was
crazy but this was the kind
of world we lived in.
Tragedy and death on television and radio, a president shot down and four
girls bombed in a church. I
remember Malcolm X's
death and on a cold December night in 1967, the
radio brought the news
about the plane crash that
killed singer Otis Redding.
All of this happened between the ages of 5 and 10

Pinellas County Consolidated Plan
Citizen Participation Plan Proposed Revisions
Request for Public Comments

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR

March 30, 2018
Pinellas County is seeking public comments on proposed revisions to the County’s Citizen Participation
Plan which sets forth the County’s policies and procedures for citizen participation in developing the
Assessment to Fair Housing, Consolidated Plan, and Annual Action Plan, including any amendments
to these plans and performance reports. The Consolidated Plan identifies housing and community
development needs, priorities, objectives and strategies. The Annual Action Plan is a summary of the
actions, activities, and resources used each year to address the priority needs and objectives identified in
the Consolidated Plan. The annual performance report identifies the accomplishments and progress toward
meeting the identified goals.
The current Citizen Participation Plan was adopted by the Board of County Commissioner by Resolution
16-21 on March 15, 2016. Changes are necessary to incorporate new requirements for the Assessment
of Fair Housing (AFH) as defined in 24 CFR 91.105. The AFH is an analysis undertaken pursuant to
§5.514 requiring consultation and community participation in the analysis of fair housing data, an
assessment of fair housing issues and contributing factors, and an identification of fair housing priorities
and goals.
A draft of the Citizen Participation Plan is available for viewing on the Pinellas County website
at www.pinellascounty.org/community and at the following locations between March 30, 2018 and
April 28, 2018.
• Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
• City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33779
• High Point Branch YMCA, 5345 Laurel Pl, Clearwater, FL 33760
• Greater Ridgecrest Branch YMCA, 1801 119th St N, Largo, FL 33778
• Young Life Pinellas County Urban, 12601 130th Avenue, Largo FL 33774
• Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center, 1003 Dr. MLK Jr. Street N, Safety Harbor, FL 34695
• Citizens Alliance for Progress, 401 East MLK Jr. Drive, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
• Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center, 4255 56th Ave N, St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Public comments on the Plan are requested during this period and should be sent to the Community
Development Division at cdplanning@pinellascounty.org or mailed to Pinellas County Community
Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner,
consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing requirements.
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed to
Community Development staff at 727-464-8210.
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Ralph Abernathy (right) flank Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., during a civil rights march in Memphis
on March 28, 1968.
years old. I was not into
Police began to move
cartoons. In a lot of ways, I in with knight sticks, mace
was drawn to death. In and then the sound of gunMemphis, the tensions fire. Dr. King, bewildered
were high and even some by all of the commotions,
of our teachers passed was taken to a car to get
their prejudices on to stu- out of the crowd before podents by talking about get- lice reached him. It was
ting their guns when they the first time in Dr. King’s
heard Dr. King was com- career that a march had
ing to town.
been disrupted by the
Integration had just black people he had been
started for us and there leading! He was taken
was a strong learning curb back to the very secure
for blacks kids, white kids Rivermont Holiday Inn he
and especially white teach- had been saying at outside
ers who had enough just of downtown Memphis.
with school problems let
Dr. King’s enemies
along dealing with a social took advantage of this disrevolution. When I went ruption to condemn him
downtown I saw tanks and and he left to go back to Atsoldiers with bayonets.
lanta shaken and deMonday, March 28, pressed.
came and the ministers
Nonviolence was on
and garbage workers to trial and he had to come
Clayborn Temple Church back. The same reason
Of God in Christ to march John F. Kennedy could not
downtown. After arriving refuse to drive through
downtown, Dr. King and Dallas after he just faced
the many at the front of the communist soldiers in
march felt a wave of people Berlin. Brave and courapushing. Suddenly there geous men know nothing
were sounds of rocks else.
being thrown and windows
Rivers Cleveland
breaking!

ADVERTISERS
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section
865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious
name of OTE Follow Up Report, 5756 Calais Blvd. North
Unit 6, in the city of St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State
of Florida, 33714, intends to register the said name with
the Division of Corporations of Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 9 day of March 2018,
Michael Gabriel Brown, 5756 Calais Blvd. North Unit 6,
St. Petersburg, FL 33714. Publish date of March 21, 2018.
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PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM AND URBAN COUNTY
2018-2019 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Solutions Grant, and
HOME Investment Partnerships Programs
The Pinellas County Consortium has in place a Five-Year (FY2015-FY2019) Consolidated Plan that identifies housing and community development needs, priorities, objectives, and strategies. A one-year
Action Plan (FY2018-2019) has been prepared to address needs identified in the Five-Year Plan. This notice provides a summary of proposed Action Plan projects and funding, and gives locations for
reviewing and providing comment on the Action Plan. The Action Plan is subject to final approval by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).
The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of the HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) program. Currently
the Urban County includes all of the unincorporated areas and nineteen cities cooperating in Pinellas County’s CDBG program. Funding sources of proposed projects are the Pinellas County Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s HOME program.
Funds expected to be available are as follows (City of Largo CDBG funding and proposed projects are advertised separately):
$ 2,489,866
$ 40,000
$ 1,079,510
$ 1,000,000
$ 222,856
$ 4,832,232

CDBG Entitlement
CDBG Program Income
HOME Entitlement
HOME Program Income
ESG Entitlement
Subtotal

Annual funding amounts identified above are estimated amounts based on current year funding levels and projected program income. At the time of this notice, HUD has not announced Fiscal Year 2018
allocation amounts.
In addition, an estimated $270,000 in program income from Neighborhood Stabilization Programs, approximately $1,650,000 in allocation and program income from the State Housing Initiatives
Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $300,000 in program income from the Pinellas County Housing Trust Fund program are included below to indicate how housing goals will be met.
2018-2019 funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:
Target Area, Public Facility and Public Infrastructure Improvement Programs
Lighthouse of Pinellas - Facility Rehabilitation ($74,273 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Community Service Center Design ($44,100 CDBG)
Homeless Empowerment Program - Facility Rehabilitation ($70,000 CDBG)
Family Resources - Facility Rehabilitation ($155,667 CDBG)
Safety Harbor Neighborhood Family Center - Facility Rehabilitation ($66,000 CDBG)
The Arc Tampa Bay - Two Facility Rehabilitations ($130,000 CDBG)
Police Athletic League - Facility Rehabilitation ($47,616 CDBG)
WestCare Gulf Coast, Florida - Facility Assessment ($35,000 CDBG)
Sunrise Community - Facility Rehabilitation ($100,126 CDBG)
Directions for Living - Facility Rehabilitation ($106,717 CDBG)
The proposed projects and award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 18-19 CDBG allocation that is equal to the current FY 17-18 CDBG allocation. The proposed projects are listed in
priority order based on application review scores. Should the actual CDBG allocation decrease, funding will be provided to the projects in the above order, until funds are fully allocated. Should the actual
CDBG allocation amount increase, alternate projects identified below may be funded.1
Public Services Program (capped at 15% of total allocation, per CDBG program regulations)
Pinellas Opportunity Council - Chore Services Operations ($30,000 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Omni Center Operations ($200,000 CDBG)
CASA - Shelter Operations ($90,000 CDBG)
Religious Community Services - Grace House Operations ($35,282 CDBG)
The proposed Public Services Program projects will be awarded for two years. Award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 18-19 CDBG allocation that is equal or less than the current
FY 17-18 CDBG allocation. The proposed projects are listed in priority order. Should the actual CDBG allocation decrease, funding will be provided to the projects in the above order, until funds are fully
allocated. Should the actual CDBG allocation amount increase, alternate projects identified below may be funded.1
Additionally, the following proposed projects will be funded and may also receive funds available from prior fiscal years:
Dansville Neighborhood Improvements ($75,000 CDBG)
Demolition and/or clearance of deteriorated structures/vacant developable land ($25,000 CDBG)
Joe’s Creek Park Improvements ($100,000 CDBG)
Lealman Community Center Improvements ($100,000 CDBG)
Lealman Infrastructure Improvements ($50,000 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Land Acquisition/Site Development ($40,000 CDBG)
Public Facility and Public Infrastructure Activity Delivery ($100,000 CDBG)
Relocation assistance resulting from current or prior year funded activities ($15,000 CDBG)
CDBG Housing Preservation/Production
Code Enforcement ($40,000 CDBG)
Housing Preservation ($147,056 CDBG)
Housing Production ($147,056 CDBG)
The proposed Housing projects and award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 18-19 CDBG allocation that is equal to the current FY 17-18 CDBG allocation and on projected program
income. The proposed Code Enforcement project funding will remain at the stated funding level regardless of final the CDBG allocation. The Housing Preservation and Housing Production activities may
increase or decrease based on the final CDBG allocation and actual program income received in the fiscal year.
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention Services Program
Homeless Empowerment Program - Grace House Operations ($16,800 ESG)
Emergency Solutions Grant Program Components: Emergency Shelter; Homelessness Prevention; and HMIS/Data Collection ($189,342 ESG)
The proposed Homeless Services projects and award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 18-19 ESG allocation that is equal to the current FY 17-18 ESG allocation. Should the actual ESG
allocation increase or decrease, the ESG Program Components project will increase or decrease proportionally or as required by program regulations.
Housing Preservation Program
Housing Preservation City of Largo ($139,454 HOME; $250,000 SHIP)
Housing Preservation ($841,053 HOME)
Housing Preservation Activity Delivery
Housing Production Program
Housing Production ($841,052 HOME, $243,200 NSP; $412,500 SHIP, $270,000 HTF)
Housing Production Activity Delivery
Homeownership Promotion Program
Housing Opportunities Largo Down Payment Assistance ($50,000 HOME)
Housing Opportunities (Ownership) ($695,000 SHIP)
Housing Counseling and Self Sufficiency Services ($175,000 SHIP)
Homeownership Promotion Activity Delivery
Should the actual HOME allocation decrease, proposed HOME funding amounts will decrease proportionally, or as required by program regulations. Should the actual HOME allocation increase, proposed
HOME funding amounts will increase proportionally or as required by program regulations.
Administration
$757,438 Federal Grants
$117,500 State SHIP Fund
$ 30,000 Local Housing Trust Fund
1

Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, alternate projects are proposed based on the amount of additional funds received, application ranking score, and readiness of projects to proceed:
Public Facility Alternate: The Arc Tampa Bay Group Home Rehabilitations ($317,911); The Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center Facility Rehabilitation ($175,000); Starting Right Now Facility Rehabilitation
($124,500). Public Service Alternate: Tarpon Springs Housing Authority/Local Community Housing Corporation HomeShare Operations ($163,775).
Approximately 99% of Pinellas County CDBG funds are allocated to activities which principally benefit low- and moderate-income households.
No displacement is anticipated at this time. However, the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan required under the CDBG program is available for viewing at the Pinellas County
Community Development Division at the address listed below.
Availability for Viewing
A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2018-2019 Action Plan is available for viewing on the Community Development website at www.pinellascounty.org/community and at the following locations
between March 30, 2018 to April 28, 2018.
• Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
• City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33779
• High Point Branch YMCA, 5345 Laurel Pl, Clearwater, FL 33760
• Greater Ridgecrest Branch YMCA, 1801 119th St N, Largo, FL 33778
• Young Life Pinellas County Urban, 12601 130th Avenue, Largo FL 33774
• Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center, 1003 Dr. MLK Jr. Street N, Safety Harbor, FL 34695
• Citizens Alliance for Progress, 401 East MLK Jr. Drive, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
• Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center, 4255 56th Ave N, St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Public comments on the Plan are requested during this period and should be sent to the Community Development Division at cdplanning@pinellascounty.org or mailed to Pinellas County Community
Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing requirements.
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed to Community Development Division staff at 727-464-8210.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PTC garnering support for land surveyor program
J.A. JONES, STAFF
WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last week was National
Surveyors Week. Really? If
this awareness campaign
had you scratching your
head, you probably weren’t
alone.
Land surveying is a vital
part of any building or construction project, but the
number of professional surveyors and survey field
technicians entering the
market is in decline.
Faye Watson, founder
and director of DAB Community Services, Inc. and
Rohland Bryant, a longterm educator who helped
to establish and served as
director of the Public
Works Academy at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC),
are putting together a plan
to address the impending
jobs crisis.
“Nothing happens without a valid survey—nothing. No roads, no buildings,
nothing,” explained Watson. A former SarbanesOxley compliance auditor,
Watson has long known
jobs creation was an area
she wanted to tackle, and
National Surveyors Week
presented an opportunity.
Bryant and Watson
reached out to industry experts and employers to confirm
the
impending
shortage of professional
surveyors and survey field
technicians. Together, the
roles are responsible for
mapping and measuring
the land used in the development of new buildings,

roads, highways, developments, malls and arenas.
But the industry has been
hindered by the fact that
few, if any, people consider
land surveying as a career.
This general lack of
awareness about the field
was part of the impetus behind the creation of National Surveyors Week.
“The industry was challenged because people
were not aware of what surveyors did, so it was their
way of introducing the surveying industry to the public,” stated Watson.
Now Watson and
Bryant are working handin-hand with these same industry employers and
experts to bring a survey
field technician program to
the region housed at PTC.
“Surveying is a very exciting and interesting field,”
noted Bryant. “Every
house that’s sold must be
surveyed first. Every house
that’s purchased must be
surveyed first. Every time
you pull a permit it must be
surveyed first.”
Bryant explained that
everything concerning facilities construction—be it
a tall building, a house, a
mall, or a dome—must be
surveyed first. So, surveying is an integral part of our
society and unfortunately,
there’s a great shortage of
surveyors in the field.
Retirement and attrition
have impacted the number
of surveyors in the field
today, and, as Bryant remarked: “There’s not a
whole crew coming in to
create a replacement.”

Along with Watson, Bryant
is passionate about the creation of a training program
to fill the shortage of qualified survey technicians, and
both are eyeing PTC as a
possible partner in the endeavor.
Florida Surveying and
Mapping Society (FSMS)
Executive Director Tom
Steckler shared his support
for the concept.
“To help meet the
needs of Florida’s growing
infrastructure and to brings
jobs to our local communities, the development of an
education program at Pinellas Technical College is
crucial. This program will
provide students with the
education and training they
need in order to have successful careers in the sur-

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY ATTORNEY JACQUELINE
WILLIAMS HUBBARD

Born in 1883 in Charleston, S.C., Dr.
Ernest Everett Just became one of the
most prominent American biologists in
the last century, specializing in marine biology. He received his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and a
doctorate in 1916 from the University of
Chicago.
After receiving his graduate degree,
his pursuit of higher scholarship led him
to Woods Hole in Massachusetts, an elite
marine biology center where he returned
for research for 20 years.
Dr. Just fervently believed that the
study of science would help elevate black
people. Initially, he wanted to study anthropology; however, he decided to continue his studies in biology. He remained,
however, a life-long student of racial origin and development.
He studied marine fertility with an
emphasis on cortical changes as the
basis of an approach to the kinetics of fertilization. He studied the effects of ultra-

violet rays on the development of certain
marine eggs.
Dr. Just believed that studying the
mechanism of water loss and retention in
cells could lead to a breakthrough in cancer research. He became a scholar scientist at Howard University shortly after
receiving his degree from the University
of Chicago.
In 1926, Dr. Just was a professor at
Howard University when they selected
their first African-American president,
Mordecai Wyatt Johnson. Soon afterward, he was widely known as “the greatest living American black scientist.”
For nearly 20 years, he published
highly regarded scientific papers on his
research while at Howard University, receiving years of fellowships and stipends
for his scientific work from the Rosenwald Foundation.
After some disillusionment because
of the racism he had to endure, he moved
to Europe in 1929. At the outbreak
of World War II, Dr. Just was working at
the Station Biologique in Roscoff, France,
researching the paper that would be-

veying profession and become leaders in their communities.”
Steckler said many of
Florida’s surveying and
mapping members are approaching retirement and
there is a great need to
bring in young, smart men
and women into the ranks
as quickly as possible.
“Investing in this program [is] investing in
Florida’s future,” he said.
Gregory Crawford, Sr.
vice president of Utilities
and Transportation Survey
at George F. Young, Inc.,
one of the state’s largest
survey firms, also expressed his support.
“With almost 100 years
providing survey services
in St. Petersburg and
throughout the state of

Florida, we have experienced the decline in qualified technical field staff for
the surveying industry,”
shared Crawford.
With surveying services required for virtually
all development, from buying a home to design and
constructing of roads,
housing and commercial
properties, there is an increasing need for entrylevel
survey
field
technicians.
“A training program for
Survey Field Technicians at
Pinellas Technical College
will be a great asset to the
community,” said Crawford.
Watson envisions a
workforce development
training program fueled by
collaboration and partner-

ships between businesses,
professional associations,
academic
institutions,
equipment manufacturers,
community organizations
and industry-based training
professionals, to ensure the
success and sustainability
of the program.
With Bryant’s nearly
four decades of experience
as a Pinellas County technical educator and professional
and
Watson’s
experience in process-oriented analysis and community program development,
together they make a formidable team to bring this initiative into being.
For more information,
contact Bryant at (727)
893.2500 ext. 2589, (727)
580.2248
or
bryantro@pcsb.org.

Dr. Ernest Everett Just:
The father of black scientists
come “Unsolved Problems of General Biology.” Although the French government
requested foreigners to evacuate the
country, he remained to complete his
work.
While in Europe, he published “The
Biology of the Cell Surface” and “Basic
Methods.” Before his return, Dr. Just was
recognized by numerous American and
European scientific organizations as one
of the greatest living American scientists.
In 1940, Germany invaded France
and Dr. Just was briefly imprisoned in
a prisoner-of-war camp. He was rescued
by the U.S. State Department and returned to his home in September 1940.
However, he had been very ill for months
prior to his encampment and his condition deteriorated in prison. In the fall of
1941, he was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer and died shortly thereafter.
Attorney Jacqueline Hubbard graduated from the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the president of the
St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for
the Study of African American Life and
History, Inc.

Dr. Ernest Everett Just
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MEMORABLE MOMENTS IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
By Gwendolyn Reese
The Tampa Bay Times, as does
many other newspapers, offers limited
access to past articles. This made it increasingly difficult to find information
about many of the people I wanted to
include in the weekly “I AM” articles.
The search for credible sources
proved to be very challenging until I
subscribed to the website www.newspapers.com. This website opened a
door to the past that exceeded any expectations I had when I initially subscribed. I often find myself sitting for
hours reading old papers and learning
new things.
I learned that at one time there was
a Gibbs Junior High School. The story,
with pictures, appeared in the St. Petersburg Times Sunday, Sept. 2, 1951,
under the banner “News of Negroes of
St. Petersburg and Pinellas.”
Beneath the banner appeared the
names, addresses and phone numbers
of the people responsible for the news
reported on this page. Church, club
and society items were reported to
Hazel Davis. E.H. McLin was responsible for advertising, sports and school
news and for home delivery, readers
were referred to Julian Robinson.
The cost for the paper was 40 cents
per week and the telephone numbers
had only 6 digits (ex. 74-8055). The
paper boasted: “The News of Negroes
of St. Petersburg and Pinellas County
is the oldest and largest feature of its
kind carried by any newspaper published in Pinellas County.”

The headline “As Gibbs Junior
High Prepares to Open’’ was accompanied by two pictures with descriptions.
The pictures told the story. The first
picture was of three of the junior high
school teachers: Bernice Barnes, English teacher, Fannie M. Barco and
Agnes Hunter.
Barnes was sharing with the newcomers some of the “intricate and
pleasant parts of the junior high
school.” Barco and Hunter were experienced teachers but neither taught at
Gibbs previously. Barco, who had been
on leave, would be in the home economics department and Hunter who
was transferred from Jordan Elementary School to be in the English and
music departments.
The second picture was of Barnes
and Hunter with L.D. Brown recording
weights and heights of students during
registration. One of the three young
girls being registered was my cousin
Ruth Thornton. The caption read:
“Principal F.D. Burney and the faculty
witnessed many mixed emotions as
the youngsters registered for the Fall
term which starts Tuesday.”
Near the bottom of the page was a
very small article advertising a typing
class for adults. Those interested were
asked to contact Lena Brown.
It’s said that a picture is worth a
thousand words, but unfortunately, I
am not able to share the photos. I can
only hope my words will adequately
convey the story.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Educating black children ain’t
rocket science
ST. PETERSBURG —
The
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP, in partnership with the Legal Defense Fund and St.
Petersburg College, is
hosting Dr. Noliwe Rooks
on Friday, April 6 and Saturday, April 7. Rooks is an
interdisciplinary scholar
whose work explores how
race and gender both impact and are impacted by
civic culture, social history and political life in
the United States.
She is the author of
four books, the most recent of which is “Cutting
School: Privatization, Segregation, and the End of
Public Education.”
Rooks received her
bachelor’s degree from
Spelman College where
she majored in English
and her master’s and doctorate degree in American
Studies from the Univer-

sity of Iowa. She is currently the director of
American Studies at Cornell University where she
is also an associate professor in Africana Studies
and Feminist, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies.
While here, Rooks will
pay homage to Dr. Tonjua
Williams, the first African
American and first female
president of St. Petersburg College, by attending
her
investiture
ceremony as the guest of
St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP President Maria
L. Scruggs.
She has roots in the
Tampa Bay area and is excited about the potential of
coming back home to engage educators, both private and public, along with
community leaders, parents, advocates and all
who profess to be concerned about educating

black children.
Rooks believe that before you can educate
black and brown children,
you must understand
them, a comment that has
been defined as one of the
pillars of her research.
You must RSVP by
April 3 for the Friday,
April 6 noon luncheon.
The Saturday, April 7
event is free and open to
the public and starts at 10
a.m. Both events will be
held at Pinellas Technical
College, 901 34th St. S.

There is hope for you
BY DR. BASHA JORDAN,
JR.
Hope Alive Outreach

ST. PETERBURG –
Recently, I received a telephone call for help from an
assertive young woman living in St. Pete who has her
own non-profit, but things
seemed to be falling apart
in her life. She has a team
of individuals who are a
part of her organization
that provides a service for
others. She helps young
women prepare themselves for success in their
lives, helps to care for her
family and works a fulltime job.
Three months ago, she
had a terrible car accident
that disrupted her life and
caused financial difficulties. A month ago, she had
a heart attack and spent
considerable time in the
hospital trying to recover.
She is experiencing emotional stress, anxiety, quit
smoking and feels like a
failure.
“How could I help her,”
she wanted to know.
I asked, “Why do you buy
gas for your car?”
She said, “Because the
car needs fuel so it will
run.”
I asked, “Where is the

gas station for your life so
you have fuel on which to
run?”
There was silence on
the other end of the telephone.
I said, “God is trying to
tell you something. You
are running on empty; you
have no gas station from
which to get your fuel. You
are doing it all by self-will.
You need a God in your
life.”
We spoke at length and
then I prayed for her.
Many within our society are trying to live life
without a God and without
a spiritual leader, pastor or
divine consult. Many of us
had parents who guided
us toward a spiritual life by
taking us to church and
teaching us about God.
However, much of the
crime, anxiety, drug and
alcohol use today by
young people is simply a
means to try to fill a void
in their lives.
I encourage those of us
who love our young people to speak and teach
them about the importance of the spiritual values our parents and elders
taught us. The cry is great
in our city and country
from young people for

proper guidance. Saturday’s March For Our
Lives rally shows this. Will
you be an example? It’s
our responsibility!
Hope Alive Outreach is
addressing this Spiritual
Epidemic by having a
“Hope For You Meeting”
on the first Thursday of
each month beginning
April 5 at 7 p.m. at the historic Manhattan Casino,
642 22nd St. S.
These meetings are
held to give hope to those
struggling with the pressures of work, marriage,
drugs/alcohol, finances,
etc. Being a pastor for 40
years, married 36 years
and in recovery for 29
years gives me a foundation from which to lead
this community meeting
of hope.
For more information,
call 443-250-9635.

Writing with God in mind
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Christmas dinner 2011
started off as it does
every year for Robin
Cocks—delicious food
with the family gathered
reflecting on life. Unlike
other Christmas dinners
in years past, she had an
idea for a book inspired
by her father as they all
ate too much holiday
fare.
“There was some talk
to at least my father
(Minister Moses Green,
Associate
Minister
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church) about
the idea of how cell
phone text messages can
be deceiving because
you really do not know
who the message is coming from,” said Cocks.
She wanted to show
how text messages could
lead to terror, and so the
idea for her first manuscript was born, “Terror
Text.”
Themes in “Terror
Text” explore teenage
bullying, a mother’s suffering and students
being terrorized by a lunatic after receiving text
messages on their cell
phones.
Although
“Terror
Text” was Cocks’ initial
writing, she actually published another book before it.
“Ordinary Guy” was
her first published work;
however, she cannot recall why she put “Terror
Text” on the back burner
to write it.
“Perhaps because it
wasn’t so terrifying; perhaps I should have
started off writing only
Christian fiction from the
start.”
The basis of Cocks’
writings is usually her infatuation with the life of
Jesus Christ. Jesus’ expressed love and healing
power of forgiveness be-

came her motivational
for writing “Ordinary
Guy: Third Edition” and
“Ordinary Guy: Good
Preachers.”
In “Ordinary Guy:
Third Edition,” the character Jay Mitchell is
faced with a perceived
trial. Jesus’ love within allows him to walk
through the perceived
trouble without making
mistakes that could ruin
his life.
“I believe this story is
important because it illustrates how people can
face difficult situations in
life and come out victorious, not yielding to temptations and giving in to
sin, avoiding hurting others and themselves,” expressed
Cocks,
admitting that it has a
slow start but is worth it
once you get to chapter
three. “I know the book’s
overall message is powerful.”
In “Good Preachers,”
Jesus’ healing power of
forgiveness
prevails
when the character, Pastor Isaac Williams, suddenly falls ill during a
church sermon. Detectives investigating his
mysterious illness and
uncover envy and deceit
and learn why telling the
gospel truth can lead to
destruction. The story illustrates the need for forgiveness.
Cocks is married to
Vince and is the mother
of adult children. She is
a
speech-language
pathologist who displays
unwavering faith in God.
She is a graduate of
Lakewood High School
and the University of
South Florida where she
received a Bachelor of
Arts in Criminology and
a Master’s Degree in
Speech-Language
Pathology.
In her early years,
she was recognized as
Florida’s winner in the

Love’s Baby Soft Model
Contest and Miss Photogenic in the Miss Florida
USA Beauty Pageant.
While working in the
public schools, she received the Jack R. Lamb
Rookie Teacher of the
Year Award CEC Suncoast Chapter Nominee
for her accomplishments
in serving children with
disabilities.
She is currently an
active deacon at Maximo
Presbyterian
Church
where her husband
serves as sexton.
Cocks is thankful for
the people who have inspired her to keep on
writing such as her pastor. She even received a
letter of encouragement
from Eternal Word Television Network, a television
network
that
presents
around-theclock Catholic-themed
programming.
“I’m
encouraged
when people tell me how
much they enjoy the
books and the storylines.
I’m hoping my books will
inspire people to just
read. Our advancement
is dependent on our people reading. Hopefully,
when they read my writings, they will find enjoyment,” she finished.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Worthy to be imitated
What may work for one person may
not work for you. Are you bold enough
to be your authentic self?
Meet Dorothy Love Coates, a gospel
singer and composer. Born Dorothy
McGriff, Coates lived from January 30,
1928, to April 9, 2002. She was a member of “The Original Gospel Harmonettes” and wrote gospel songs such as:
“99 and a Half Won’t Do,” “You Can’t
Hurry God (He’s Right On Time),” and
“That’s Enough.”
Coates had a hard beginning. Like
many others, she quit school to scrub
floors and to work in laundries and dry
cleaners. These were standard jobs for
African Americans in Birmingham, Ala.,
in the 1940s. Around the same time,
Coates began singing with the “Gospel
Harmonettes”. Much of the group’s
success has been associated with
Coates.
Why?
Coates exuded her authentic self.
She sang with such spirit that it moved
both herself and those who listened to
her. Sometimes, her group members
had to lead her back onto the stage to
close out songs. Reportedly, James
Brown copied this and made it a part of
his act, but Coates was not acting. She
was operating in her bona fide self. People connected.
Over the course of her career,
Coates received numerous offers to
cross over to pop or soul music. She rejected them all.
Does it seem odd that offers would
come to alter one’s presentation, especially when one’s presentation uplifts
and inspires a mass number of people
in a positive way? Is it even stranger to
reject them all?

People rarely talk about it but there
is a price one pays for accepting an offer
to completely change. At the same time,
there is a price that is paid for rejecting
an offer to completely change. If you
are given an offer, you will have to decide whether you are worthy to be imitated or will you imitate? Remember,
what may work for one person may not
work for you.
Coates remained true to herself. As
a result, numerous artists —inclusive of
Little Richard— imitated her sanctified
singing style. Others copied her song titles and or lyrics.
Between 1959 and 1961, Coates became active in the Civil Rights Movement and worked with Martin Luther
King, Jr. Again illustrating her authenticity, she was different from many
other gospel artists in that she addressed political issues. For example,
Coates spoke out against racism and
other evils. She was courageous. Others found her worthy to be imitated.
Are you?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Speakers Who Inspire’ series
DOCTOR , from front page

and well being.
Part of her work has
delved into the social determinants of health, which include access to education,
economic security, quality
food and environmental factors.
“Health is so much
more than access to Medical care; there’s also social
determinants,”
shared
Christopher. “Being able to
take that kind of holistic, inclusive, broad understanding of why society has to
change for people to be
healthy — that’s a fundamental requirement for us
to become a healthier community.”
Relating the personal
experience that led her
down the combined path of
health practitioner/justice
leader, Christopher revealed how pain was a catalyst that contributed to her
mission.
“When I got into my 20s
and got married and gave
birth to my first child, in her
sixth week they diagnosed
her with congenital heart
disease — Tetralogy of Fallot — and they said they
couldn’t do anything for her
until she was five years old,
and then maybe they could
do open heart surgery.
What they weren’t telling
us was they only expected
her to live for another six
months. So, we buried her.”
Christopher
only
learned some 25 years later
the surgery that could have
saved her daughter’s life
had been invented 30 years
earlier.
“It had been invented in
the forties — but the surgery was not offered to us.
But most significantly, I
learned that the person
who had invented the surgery was an African American man – Vivien
Thomas.”
From that moment on,
Christopher dedicated her
life to figuring out how to
stop women from losing

children and dying prematurely.
While it was a steep
price to pay, it also fueled
another passion: how to
fight the systemic racism
that likely contributed to
her infant daughter’s death.
After years pioneering
work in the field of social
determinants of health, she
came to realize that the
issue of race needed to be
dealt with head-on.
“After decades of doing
direct clinical work and designing social programs
and social policy, I realized
that you have to deal with
racism…or you cannot
achieve healthy communities. I’m a Star Trek fan, so
I use the term ‘jettison.’ We
have to jettison the beliefs
in a hierarchy of human
value.”
Christopher spent a
decade leading the Kellogg’s “America Healing”
project, which worked to
support the efforts of racial
healing happening in communities across the nation,
fund research, and impact
how racism was encouraged by biased media reporting.
But eventually she
knew there was more work
to be done. She decided
there had to be a way to
deal with the cause and that
meant changing the way
people think and feel.
For the holistic health
practitioner-turned-social
change maker, this meant
replacing the fallacy of a hierarchy of human value
with a new belief about humanity. For Christopher,
“the new belief is that we
are all interconnected, we
are all of equal value, and
that that connection is indeed sacred.”
She explained how her
thesis revolved around people being wired for connection. She said the human
consciousness, physiology
and neurobiology is wired
to be connected to other

human beings.
The “fallacies that separate us from one other, that
allow us to devalue each
other, to murder and kill
and imprison and destroy
one another, goes against
our core wiring as people,”
she shared.
Out of this newfound
commitment, Christopher
designed Kellogg’s TRHT
project.
“We had to be honest
about the work of healing
and creating a new vision
for this country that aligns
with our aspirational statements of the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.”
Christopher departed
from the Kellogg Foundation last year and founded
Ntianu Center for Healing
and Nature, named after
the infant daughter she lost.
Ntianu means “Noble
Spirit.”
She is currently touring
nationally and internationally bringing her decades of
expertise, knowledge and
transformative insights to
policymakers, practitioners
and philanthropic and educational organizations.
Join the Foundation for
a Healthy St. Petersburg on
Thursday, May 10 from 810:30 a.m. for a look at the
state of the nonprofits in
Pinellas County. The event
will be held at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg in the Student
Center. Go to healthystpete.foundation to register.
To learn more about
Christopher and to follow
her work, visit drgailcchristopher.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The inaugural student debate presented by the AKA AKAdemy
DEBATE, from front page

the years to include “Girl
Talk” and “Boys to Men”
mentoring sessions, financial literacy, health and
wellness workshops, college tours and public
speaking and presentation
programs. This debate is
one of their many signature initiatives.
AKA AKAdemy Director Manitia Moultrie said
the scholars met, discussed and researched
their positions to develop
their persuasive arguments.
“It occurred to me last
night as I was listening to
them
rehearse
that
through research and persuasive discussions—for
and against—they have actually learned to listen and
appreciate the opposing

position.”
Helping coach the debate geniuses for the middle school teams were
James
Jackson,
III
(Omega Psi Phi Fraternity) and AKA member
Dharvette Barwick with
the topic: “Should students
be required to stand for
the Pledge of Allegiance?
The
high
school
coaches, Ste’Phan Lane
(Omega Psi Phi Fraternity) and AKA member
Kimberly
McMillion,
helped their charges with
the topic of: “Should ownership of assault weapon
be supported by the Second Amendment?”
The importance of the
night’s debate may have
been lost on the scholars
because they were too

busy researching their topics and rehearsing their
speeches. But for the parents in the audience, they
understood that being able
to think outside of their
own perspective and debate a subject that they
may not necessarily agree
with will help propel them
through college and career.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
wasn’t just on hand to wish
the 23 students good luck,
he was also one of the
judges, along with Deputy
Mayor Kanika Tomalin,
Director of Pinellas Technical College Boe Norwood
and
attorneys
Brandon Williams and
Carrie Pilon. No one
wanted their jobs that
evening.
With charisma, these

future leaders married factual evidence with emotional conviction. The art
of rhetoric was mastered
on that stage, but there
could only be one winner.
For the middle schoolers, the team that debated
against requiring students
to stand for the Pledge of
Allegiance took home the
trophy, while the high
school team debating in
the affirmative to assault
weapons being supported
by the Second Amendment nudged out their opposition.
All student participants
were awarded scholarships towards furthering
their education, but before
handing them out, soror
Yolundra Whitehead acknowledged the scholars’

stellar performance structure, organization, self-esteem, control and ability to
speak effectively.
“These young people
did a herculean job
tonight,” she said. “We
have witnessed an exceptional display of academic
excellence through the art
of effective debating.”
Middle school scholars: Zaniya Biddines,
Mykenzi Davis-Cowart,
Zharia King, Shania McDonald, Serena Vazquez,
Denia Averette, Markira
Green, Zoei Johnson,
Nandi Lynch and Michael
Thomas
High school scholars: Caprice Colquitt, Taylor Cooper, Maya Hughes,
Cur’necia Martin, Rayauna
McDonald, Adrian Elijah

White,
Jalen
White,
Mikayla Fudge, Kendrick
Gordan, Jade Harmen,
Na’talia Mitchell, Jasmine
Shedrick and Richelle Still.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University. Led by International
President Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the organization connects thousands
of college-trained women
who give of themselves to
support community service projects and scholarship programs.
For more information,
visit zuochapter.org.

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For more than 40 years, we have
SURYLGHGFRPSDVVLRQDWHOLIHFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County hospice:
•

With freestanding specialized care centers providing continuous medical care if
your loved one has uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their quality of
life and your peace of mind.

•

Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000 community volunteers, helping us
provide the best possible care for your loved one.

•

With a local foundation that supports services and care not paid for by insurance.
This means your donations and support of our hospice stay in your community.

•

That’s part of the larger Empath Health network including palliative care, home
health, elder care, advance care planning and more – offering complete support
for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
A play with ‘Passion’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“Passion: The Resurrection” is a local Broadway
quality Easter production
adapted from the New
King James Version Bible
about the death and resurrection of Jesus of
Nazareth. This original
screenplay, written and
directed by Angelia
Fletcher, is in its sixth
year of production.
“This year’s “Passion”
play is a must-see for several
reasons,”
said
Fletcher, revealing that
the last five productions
dealt strictly with the crucifixion, but this year
there are new scenes
dealing with the resurrection.
“Before Pastor Claude
(Williams) passed, we
worked on adding the
new vision that God had
given to me,” she said. “I

would write and he would
check to make sure I was
biblically correct. Therefore, this year we are focusing
on
the
resurrection.”
The
late
Pastor
Williams, founding pastor
of Victory Christian Center in 1992, and his wife,
the late First Lady Cecelia Williams, left great
memories for the church
and community. The 2018
production is dedicated
in honor of their memory.
The Honorable Judge
Patrice Moore, daughter
of Pastor Williams, will
reprise her unforgettable
role as Mary Magdalene.
In the New Testament,
Mary Magdalene was
a Jewish woman who
traveled with Jesus as
one of his followers. She
is also said to have witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.
“The play is outstanding, creative and a real
presentation of a tradi-

tional biblical theme that
transition into modern
day with rapping, dancing
and singing, said Mozell
Davis. “The ‘Passion’
brings new life to an old
story just like ‘Jesus
Christ Super Star’ when it
debuted on Broadway.”
The play includes
original scores by Henry
“Hank” Ashwood as well
as Christian rapper
Rashard Harrell, who is
performing the theme
song. Their performances elevate the “Passion” to the next level.
Critics have dubbed it the
“Hamilton” of Easter productions.
“Last year’s “Passion”
play really took me back,”
said Cherrita McBride.
“It was really emotional. I
was very involved when
the Roman guards were
beating Jesus. I wanted to
jump in and help Jesus
out. I am looking so forward to this year‘s resurrection variation of the

Embracing the Dream
Honoring the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
50 Years Later ~ 1968-2018

The Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum
in partnership with One City Chorus and Studio@620
will host a tribute commemorating the anniversary
of Dr. King’s assassination April 4, 1968.
The free event will take place April 4 at the Palladium Theatre,
253 5th Ave. N, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
The evening will include excerpts from Dr. King’s writings and speeches, reflections of
historic events in St. Petersburg and musical performances. Participants include:
Mayor Rick Kriseman
Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin
Chair of the City Council Lisa Bowman-Wheeler
Pinellas County Commission Chair Ken Welch
President of St. Petersburg College Dr. Tonjua Williams
Executive Director of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum
Terri Lipsey Scott
Artistic Director of Studio@620 Bob Devin Jones
Musicians Sharon Scott, Alex Harris, One City Chorus and others.
Sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg, Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum,
One City Chorus, Studio@620, St. Petersburg College and Arts Conservatory for Teens

CONTACT:
Terri Lipsey Scott, Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum
(woodsonmuseum@gmai.com) 727-323-1104
Jon Arterton, One City Chorus, (info@onecitychorus.org) 508-487-0477
Bob Devin Jones, Studio@620, (jonesbdjarts@aol.com) 727-460-9140

production. I can’t wait!”
Writer and director
Fletcher wants to take
the production to the big
stage. She envisions this
being the last year that
the play will be held at
Victory Christian Center.
A larger venue is being
sought out for the upcoming years to accommodate the attendance.
The play will be held
at Victory Christian Center, 3012 18th Ave. S.
Scheduled
shows
are Thursday, March 29
and Friday, March 30 at 7
p.m., a matinee performance is scheduled on Saturday, March 31 at 3
p.m. and on Easter Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
To reserve group
seating, call 727- 403-811.
The show is FREE to the
public.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Smooth Breeze Music
Festival three-day
weekend
TAMPA BAY — The
Smooth Breeze Music Festival Weekend will kick off
Friday, April 6 with Too
Smooth’s 21st Annual Birthday Bash featuring hip-hop
legend Chubb Rock at
Bounce Boy Event Center,
5008 E 10th Ave, Tampa.
On Saturday, April 7 comedian J. Anthony Brown
from “The Steve Harvey
Morning Show” is coming
to town to clown! He’ll be
joined by comedians Freddie Ricks from the movie
“Shaft,” Marcus Combs of
“Def Comedy Jam” and St.
Pete’s own Batman at the
Palladium Theater, 253 5th
Ave N.
Brown, known for his
catchphrase “watch out de
now,” is a comedian and veteran radio show host
celebrity that excites his
fans through. He brings his
comedic stylings and hilarious cast of on-air characters
to the top-rated, award-winning radio program “The
Steve Harvey Morning
Show.”
Brown started his career in Atlanta after relocating from South Carolina. He
currently resides in Los Angeles and is a tailor by trade,
which he aspired to be a
clothing designer before
putting together a comedy
routine for comedy clubs in
his hometown.
While in Atlanta, he entered a local gong show contest in a nightclub where he
was invited back to host on
a regular basis and became
a permanent part of the entertainment. As a member
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., owner of the J. Anthony Brown Collection

Store and The J Spot Comedy Club in Los Angeles,
Brown
provides
his
sidesplitting clowning and
quick, unmatchable wit,
whether murdering the hits
with an off-key version of
the latest songs or saying an
outrageous joke to conjure
up a laugh.
Brown helps wake up
more than eight million listeners weekly in more than
100 markets. His “party
time” approach keeps audiences entertained for hours
and reminds them that it’s
possible to find humor in
everything.
The last day of the threeday weekend, Sunday, April
8, will feature Southern Soul
Balladeers, Sir Charles
Jones, Calvin Richardson
and Wendell B at the third
annual Smooth Breeze
Music Festival held at Water
Works Park, 1710 N Highland Ave., Tampa.
For tickets to see J. Anthony Brown and friends
visit www.mypalladium.org,
and for more information
about The Smooth Breeze
Musical Festival 3-Day
Weekend visit www.toosmoothent.com or call Too
Smooth at (813) 244 7474.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Resurrection
R - Released with grace and mercy from all our
sin
E - Eternal life promised, blessed with peace
within
S - Salvation given by JESUS, evidence of HIS
love
U - Understanding our rewards, come only from
Our Heavenly Father above
R - Righteousness determines how we walk and
how we stand
R - Risen CHRIST who gives us strength as HE
forever holds our hand
E - Everlasting faith girded with strong and steadfast belief;
C - Crucified for our sins, He gave His mercy
and relief
T - Trusting in GOD’s Word, blessed to endure
and grow
I - Inspired by the Spirit, to be holy and to know
O - Obeying without question, GOD’s commandments from above
N - Never ceasing in our prayers, JESUS never
ceases in HIS love
“Resurrection of our JESUS and the amazing
grace given from HIS love; Our grateful hearts
have been redeemed, because of GOD’s abundant Love.”
AMEN
“And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life...”
Numbers 6:26
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and congregation give thanks to God for
his continual mercy, grace and
abundant blessings. We strive
to give God our utmost praise
for the awesome gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ and extend
to our community an invitation
to share in our praise as we
pursue our mission of Creating a Bible-Based Haven of
Hope, Help, and Healing.
We continue, through Pastor Brown, to receive more lessons in the series, ‘Doing
What’s Not Been Done’. The
question on Sunday was “How
do we say yes when everything
is telling us to say no?”
Matthew 26:36-48 was the
scriptural reference. Pastor
Brown gave for our consideration three reasons for Jesus to
say no to the cross: the burdensomeness of the cross, the bit-

ter cup before him and the betraying crew around Him. The
key points were (1) we must
fight through the grief, (2) we
must focus on the good and (3)
we must hold faith in God.
The Healthcare and Wellness Fair, brought to us
through St. Mark’s Healthcare
Ministry in collaboration with
Empath Health, was a tremendous blessing for all in attendance. Great information was
provided by the many professionals who took time out of
their schedules to impart information to improve our
physical, mental and financial
health. Many thanks to all who
came out and shared with us!
We also give thanks to all who
were participants at the Annual Men in Harmony Program and all who came out to
join the praise and worship of
God through songs brought to
us by the many Male Chorus

Pastor’s Corner
Groups in the community.
We invite you to worship
with us on Resurrection Sunday as we join with the Mt. Calvary M.B. Church at 7:00 a.m.
to thank God for the Blessing
of His Only Begotten Son to
whom we give praise for His
saving blood.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise
Dance
Rehearsal - Sundays from 2 4 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady Teresa L.
Evans (have a heart for the people), the Official Family and
Members welcome you aboard
the SS Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us, first
as an honored visitor/guest and
if the Lord says so, become a
part of our Church Family. We
set sail every Wednesday starting our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed
by Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church) at
12:00 noon and again at 7:00 pm.
We drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30
pm and finally our Mid Morning Worship Service at 10:45
am. All are Welcomed to use
this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be
nice” church. Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us to
much, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
- NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
March Gladness at the Ship
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:

The 90th Church Anniversary Planning Committee
Meeting, every Tuesday at 7:00
pm. ALL Tribe members born
in the months of January
(Reuben), February (Simeon),
and ALL Ushers Ministries
members are encouraged to attend these meetings, thank you,
Brother Bobby Robinson and
Sister Claretha Tyson, Chairpersons.
Worship Schedule: Road to
Calvary-Participating Church
Choirs/Ushers are asked to
serve on your assigned night:
Thursday, March 29, 2018
at 7:00 pm (Night in WhiteCommunion) – Location:
Greater Mt. Zion AME Church,
1045 16th St. S. - Worship
Leader: Rev. Clarence A.
Williams, Preacher: Rev. Louis
M. Murphy, Sr., Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist Church.
Good Friday, March 30,
2018 at 7:00 pm – Location:
Greater Mt. Zion AME – Worship Leader: Dr. Ellis R. Hodge,
Preacher: Rev. Clarence A.
Williams, Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church.
RESURRECTION Sunday
Morning Schedule:
Sunday, April 1, 2018 at 6:45
am - Our Sunrise Worship Service
8:30 am - Easter Drama
Ministry Presentation
9:45 am - Resurrection Sunday Mid-Morning Worship
Wednesday, April 4, 2018,
“Wednesday Night Live” at 7:00
pm, the Pastor is asking the following ministries to Serve:
Adult Mass Choir, Male Chorus
and 1st Sunday Ushers. Happy
Birthday to the Tribe of Judah
(April).
Wednesday, April 14, 2018
at 7:00 pm, Wednesday Night
Life, Communion will be
served, Pastor Evans is asking
the Adult Mass Choir, Male
Chorus and 1st Sunday Ushers
to serve.
Saturday, April 14, 2018,

Evangelism E-Team Fishing
Outing and Workshop, 9:00 am
until 3:00 pm - Must Register,
information will be located on
the Information Table in the
near future. Also, Sunday, April
15, 2018 will be Evangelism
Round-up Sunday at Both Worship Services Our Special Guest
Evangelist will be Dr. Oliver K.
Patterson, Sr., Chairman of the
Evangelism Board of the National Baptist Convention, USA,
Inc., will be the guest Evangelist. See Min. Sharon P. Saulsby,
Ministry Leader, for further information.
Saturday, April 14, 2018 at
7:00 pm, Friendship will fellowship with the Abundant Life
Minitries, Apostle Rogers Stroman, Pastor, 2051 19th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, Florida,
Pastor Evans is asking the
Adult Mass Choir, Male Chorus
and 1st Sunday Ushers to serve.
Saturday, April 21, 2018
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm –
Women's Ministry Presents our
Annual Spring Lunch (formerly
Annual Tea), this year's theme
is “Bountiful Blessings for the
Women of God”, Scripture: 2
Corinthian 9:11-12. Attention
ALL Women of the Ship, the
Table selections are underway,
at this point, there are a few tables left, if you would like to
sponsor a table, please see Sis.
Pierce as soon as possible. See
any member of this ministry for
your Ticket(s), the Donation is
$10.00 per ticket., also, please
make plans to attend our Meeting, Second Tuesday, of each
month at 7:00 pm. Thank You,
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry
Leader.
FLORIDA
GENERAL
BAPTIST
CONVENTION,
INC. NEWS:: Florida General
Baptist Convention Annual Session, April 1-6, 2018, Hyatt Regency Hotel Riverfront, 225
East Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, Florida 32202, (904)
588-1234.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Practicing the Silence
“And that you study to be quiet, and to do
your own business…” 1 Thessalonians 4:11
In a society where communication is the
order of the day, silence and stillness is something that we need to practice daily in small
bite size pieces until it really becomes a part
of who we are and what we do on a regular
basis (Psalm 46:10).
With so many outside voices such as family, friends, co-workers, classmates and
neighbors, it is challenging for many of us to
be quiet and hear the still small voice of God
inside of us (I Kings 19:11-13). With the constant stimulation through our cellphones,
watches, laptops, iPads and desktops, stillness can be a stretch for some of us
(Habakkuk 2:20). With the pressure to keep
up with ongoing activity of social media such
as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
Snapchat, time for silence may seem impos-

sible. With the demand to respond to so
many emails, voicemails, text messages,
paper mails, faxes, within a 24-48-hour period,
silence is often the last thing on our minds.
With so much noise of the world, silence
needs to be intentional.
Some people benefit from stillness and silence being in the morning and others do it
at night or both. Each day let us pause for a
moment of silence, where everything and
everyone else is cut off so that we can hear
what is really going on inside of us. Each day
let us take the time to close our ears to all
other noises so that we can clearly hear the
voice of God (John 10:27). God has so much
that to share with us, but we are not hearing
it because Spirt often speaks in a still small
voice (Revelation 2:7). Let’s follow Paul’s advice to the church at Thessalonica and enroll
in the course of silence and study to be quiet.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dream Defenders support students in ‘March for Our Lives’
J.A. JONES, STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG – In
the week leading up to the
nationwide “March for Our
Lives” rally, the student-led
protests for gun control that
took place around the nation, the Bay Area Dream
Defenders were already
helping to prepare the
ground in Pinellas.
On Wednesday, March
15, the Dream Defenders
hosted “Walk It, Talk It: A
youth-led discussion about
the real causes and solutions to gun violence” at Allendale United Methodist
Church.
Attended by students
from schools including St.
Pete, Osceola Fundamental,
Largo, St. Pete Collegiate
and Blake High Schools
and Randall Middle School,
the event gave the students
center stage to discuss issues including mental illness, post-Parkland fear and
anxiety and the newly
passed Senate Bill 7026 —
the Marjory Stoneman

Douglas High School Public Safety Act.
With parents, school
counselors, social workers
and community members
and activists on hand, the
event was a solemn but impactful way to address an
issue that is becoming unfortunately too familiar in
our country.
Char Singleton, Dream
Defender’s statewide organizing director, discussed the
purpose of the talkback.
“I think the event was
essentially trying to bring
folks from across the community in conversation
about gun violence in this
moment of living in postParkland — while trying to
build a connection between
the gun violence that happens in black and brown
communities with the
young folks who are leading
the walkouts across the
Tampa Bay area,” Singleton
shared.
The Dream Defenders
as a group came into being
in 2012 in the wake of an-

other episode of gun violence, the murder of
Trayvon Martin by George
Zimmerman and Zimmerman’s subsequent not guilty
verdict.
The injustice compelled
dozens of young activists
throughout Florida to demand a change in violence
towards people of color by
police, and in Zimmerman’s
case, racially motivated vigilante-style killings. Their
ongoing platform addresses
the criminalization of youth,
police in schools and the
school-to-prison pipeline.
“I believe that the event
went well, and it served its
purpose around having
those youth who are leading this sort of organizing
actually understand what
gun violence has looked
like historically in black and
brown communities,” Singleton continued.
As Bay area students
prepared to join youth nationwide for last Saturday’s
“Walk for Our Lives” rally
protesting gun violence, the

Dream Defenders aided in
training the youth activists
leading the march and
preparing them for a variety
of scenarios that could have
arisen.
At Saturday’s march, an
estimated 1,500 people
gathered at Poynter Park to
hear speeches by the mayor
and student activists, plus a
song recorded by students
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas. The march officially
started when the studentturned-activist leaders set
off with the rousing cry:
“We did it, you guys!”
The march was an inspiring event; yet, at the
Dream Defenders “Walk It,
Talk It” conversation at Allendale UMC, there was a
myriad of issues.
Student feedback included how they do not
want guns in the classroom,
being afraid of going places
without fear of violence and
how politicians are disrespectful to their needs.
Two students shared
how a tripped alarm the day

“The important thing is
on a daily basis the educators at the schools have all
the data,” she said. “The
other important thing is that
parents can ask how their
child is doing at the school.”
Last year, FAST asked
the school district to start releasing quarterly accountability reports, which is
already compiled on a
monthly basis for review by
administrators but currently
not released until June or
July, after the school year
has ended.
Last spring, a majority of
school board members
committed to start releasing
these quarterly accountability reports and the superintendent confirmed that this
information would be available for the 2017-18 school
year. To date, no reports
have been received.
Again, in a roundabout
way, Lentino committed
while Lerner refused.
And although the crowd
was not pleased with
Lerner’s answers, she did
have the courage to show
up to the assembly. The five
School Board candidates
running in the August election: District 2 candidates
Jeff Larsen and Emmanuel
Swift, District 3 candidate
Nicole Carr and District 7

candidates Nick Wright
and Bilan Joseph, however,
made sure their presences
were known.
To the Pinellas County
Commission, FAST officials
wanted a statement that at
least 4.15 percent off the
top of Penny for Pinellas
funds would be spent on affordable housing, language
that clarifies how the
money will be spent and a
statement that the county
will set a goal to spend at
least 10 percent of the affordable housing funds
every year.
All Pinellas County
Commissioners present,
Ken Welch, Charlie Justice,
Pat Gerard, Dave Eggers
and John Morroni answered in the affirmative.
Morroni was not present
but sent in his response.
Due to the public outcry lifted up at last year’s
Nehemiah Action assembly, in addition to the
county money, the City of
St. Petersburg approved
$15 million of their Penny
for Pinellas funds to be
used for affordable housing. This money is in the
budget and approved by
the city council and the
mayor.
City Councilmember
Darden Rice has agreed to

after the Parkland massacre
led to panic throughout
their school, with frightened teachers asking students should they lock the
doors.
Adults were equally
vocal. A former vet shared
that as a young man, revolvers were used and how
he didn’t see an automatic
weapon until he went to
Vietnam.
“I could never understand why regular citizens
had them; they don’t belong
in public places,” he said.
One man who lost a
daughter to gun violence remarked that he would never
wish that on anybody, and
how proud he was that the
school board voted against
arming teachers. He was referring to a letter sent to Tallahassee that day by the
Pinellas County School
Board stating that board
members had voted against
arming teachers in the
county’s schools.
A school counselor
spoke about seeing trauma

from a variety of sources
impacting students’ mental
health daily.
Many adults praised the
young people who were taking a stand with one woman
tearfully stating that her
generation really “screwed
things up,” and apologized
to the teens. Another adult
said that the actions of
young people decades ago
helped end the Vietnam
War but that it was a long
road, cautioning that they
are at the beginning of this
fight.
To follow the student
movement,
visit
Pinellas4Parkland.org. To
learn how you can support
the work the Dream Defenders are doing and to
stay abreast of activities
held around the Bay area,
including the monthly
“Books and Breakfast”
community event held the
last Saturday of every
month at 10 a.m. at Childs
Park, visit them on Facebook at Bay Area Dream
Defenders.

Faith and Action Strength Together
FAST, from front page

a high-quality implantation
of this new plan, which requires a commitment to ongoing training, coaching and
monitoring. They are encouraged, however, that the
district has identified the
highly experience International Institute of Restorative
Practices (IIRP) to train
some school staff, but one to
two people per school who
have been to a five-day training is not enough to change
the entire school and provide adequate coaching and
monitoring.
Two out of seven school
board members were present, and after some circuitous answers, Joanne
Lentino said she would advocate for a more complete
Restorative Justice Practices
plan, while Linda Lerner
said no.
FAST would like to see
restorative practices implemented correctly the first
time, citing the IIRP for their
“Safer Saner Schools Whole
School Change” model.
This would mean IIRP
would bring in experienced
trainers to customize a plan
for each school, train all
school staff and provide
monthly coaching, monitoring and support for two full
years.
While they understand

training 123 schools would
not be feasible, they are suggesting that the district begins with a pilot in a smaller
number of schools such as
the one Louisville, Ky., implemented.
“We’re tired of our
school district giving lip
service to good programs
but not implementing them
correctly,” said Rev. Clark
Hazley of Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist.
Lerner stuck to her guns
saying that it is to her understanding that the current
plan encompasses what
FAST officials were talking
about. Her answer was
recorded as a no.
“I go to schools, they are
going beyond circles,”
Lerner stated. “It’s being implemented right now. I want
it implemented in the way
we’re implementing it in all
123 schools.”
They were also asked if
they would advocate for the
school district to release
quarterly accountability reports of suspensions, arrests and reading scores
broken down by the school
and race.
Lerner said that “pages
and pages” of comprehensive reports are already
available on the district’s
website.

County Commissioners present, L-R, Ken Welch,
Charlie Justice, Pat Gerard, and Dave Eggers.

School Board members Linda Lerner and
Joanne Lentino
sponsor a resolution that
would mandate income
guidelines assuring that the
money will be spend on families making $47,000 or less.

So far, a majority of the
council has said they will
support this resolution.
For more information,
go to fast-pinellas.org.

